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promises. Even during the time of the Weimar Republic
Hitler frequently broke his word. Indeed, he went so
far as to declare at a public meeting in 1929 that it was
permissible to break a promise when by so doing high
political aims could be achieved. (We are of a different
opinion, but in September, 1938, it was felt in Great
Britain that peace must be preserved at all costs. Because
of this, Czech political activities in Great Britain were
strictly controlled and the Czechoslovakian Legation in
London did nothing except deal with such matters as
passports in order not to make any difficulties for His
Majesty's Government in its dealings with Germany.)
Big business in England was even in favour of an Anglo-
German economic understanding, which it preferred to
a more far-reaching understanding with Soviet Russia.
The British have a definite, and to a certain extent
reasonable, fear of the Russia of to-day. They had much
the same feeling about Tsarist Russia, and in the time of
the Tsar Alexander they made concessions to Germany
over the Danzig question with the object of weakening
Russia's position.

The political situation was, however, fundamentally
different when Nazi Germany fell upon Poland, although
the British and the French had for their parts made it
perfectly clear that they would stand firmly by their Pact
with Poland. At the beginning of September, 1939,
Great Britain became involved in a war with Germany.
This war can no longer be regarded merely as a conflict
between two or three nations: it is the beginning of a
lengthy and possibly world-wide battle for the fieefag